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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-39 are presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 5, there exist to be 
an extra space in front of the word "utilizing". It needs to be deleted. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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4. Claims 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ramakrishnan et al (hereinafter Ramakrishnan), US 6,1 14,968. 

5. Ramakrishnan was cited in the previous office action, 

6. As per claim 1, Ramakrishnan taught the invention as claimed including a method of 
coordinating slotted multiple access in a wireless network channel shared by a plurality of users 
comprising the steps of: 

a. Assigning each of a plurality of users into a subgroup, thereby forming one or 
more subgroups of users, wherein each subgroup utilizes a contention mode 
(col.2, lines 52-54, 60-67, col.3, lines 1-26, 45-67, col.4, lines 1-3, 11-21, col.6, 
lines 44-47); 

b. utilizing a polling mode to provide each subgroup a transmission opportunity 
(col.3, lines 20-26, col.5, lines 18-28, col.6, lines 48-53); and 

c. utilizing a seamless transition between the polling and contention modes such that 
when a specific subgroup is provided a transmission opportunity and a collision 
occurs between user signals within the specific subgroup, the specific subgroup is 
split into smaller subgroups, each smaller subgroup including a portion of the 
users within the specific subgroup and each smaller subgroup utilizes a contention 
mode (col.3, lines 20-39, 45-67, col.4, lines 1-3, 11-21, col.6, lines 44-67, col.7, 
lines 22-39). 
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7. As per claim 14, Ramakrishnan taught the invention as claimed including an apparatus 
for coordinating slotted multiple access in a wireless network channel shared by a plurality of 
users comprising: 

a. Means for assigning each one of a plurality of users into a subgroup, thereby 
forming one or more subgroups of users (col. 2, lines 52-54, 60-67, col. 3, lines 1- 
26, 45-67, col.4, lines 1-3, 11-21, col6, lines 44-47); 

b. Means for implementing a polling mode to provide each subgroup a transmission 
opportunity (col.3, lines 20-26, col.5, lines 18-28, col. 6, lines 48-53); 

c. Means for implementing a contention mode within each subgroup (col. 2, lines 52- 
54, 60-67, col.3, lines 1-26, 45-67, col.4, lines 1-3, 11-21, col.6, lines 44-47); and 

d. Means for providing a seamless transition between the polling and contention 
modes such that when a specific subgroup is provided a transmission opportunity 
and a collision occurs between user signals within the specific subgroup, the 
specific subgroup is split into smaller subgroups, each smaller subgroup including 
a portion of the user within the specific subgroup (col.3, lines 20-39, 45-67, col.4, 
lines 1-3, 11-21, col.6, lines 44-67, col.7, lines 22-39). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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9. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hulyalkar et al 
(hereinafter Hulyalkar), US 6,198,728, in view of Ramakrishnan et al (hereinafter 
Ramakrishnan), US 4,071,908. 

10. Hulyalkar and Ramakrishnan were cited in the previous office action. 

11. As per claim 27, Hulyalkar taught the invention substantially as claimed including an 
apparatus for coordinating slotted multiple access in a wireless network channel shared by a 
plurality of users (abstract, col. 2, lines 57-67) comprising: 

a. An ATM cube for operating a high speed wireless network consisting of a 
plurality of horizontal and vertical management layers (fig. 2, col. 4, lines 64-67, 
col. 5, lines 1-26, it is inherent to operate network using ATM cube consisting of 
plurality of layers); 

b. A hub for transmitting and receiving wireless network signals such that the hub 
may receive requests and assign portions of a communication bandwidth (col. 4, 
lines 33-46, col.7, lines 10-23); and 

c. A plurality of end user nodes for transmitting and receiving wireless network 
signals such that a plurality of users may request or be granted a portion of the 
communication bandwidth (col.3, lines 52-59, col.4, lines 33-46, col.7, lines 10- 
23), 
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12. Hulyalkar did not specifically teach that wherein the hub assigns each one of the plurality 
of users into a subgroup that utilizes a contention mode, and when a specific subgroup is 
provided a transmission opportunity according to a polling mode and a collision occurs between 
user signals within the specific subgroup, the hub splits the specific subgroup into smaller 
subgroups, each smaller subgroup including a portion of the users within the specific subgroup. 
Ramakrishnan taught to assign each one of the plurality of users into a subgroup that utilizes a 
contention mode (col.2, lines 52-54, 60-67, col.3, lines 1-26, 45-67, col.4, lines 1-3, 11-21, coL6, 
lines 44-47), and when a specific subgroup is provided a transmission opportunity according to a 
polling mode and a collision occurs between user signals within the specific subgroup, the hub 
splits the specific subgroup into smaller subgroups, each smaller subgroup including a portion of 
the users within the specific subgroup (col.3, lines 20-39, 45-67, col.4, lines 1-3, 1 1-21, col.5, 
lines 18-28, col.6, lines 44-67, col.7, lines 22-39). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Hulyalkar and 
Ramakrishnan because Ramakrishnan' s teaching of splitting a specific subgroup into smaller 
subgroups in resolving collision help Hulyalkar' s apparatus to properly share network 
communication across the network medium (Hulyalkar, col.l, lines 7-12, Ramakrishnan, col.l, 
lines 41-51). 

13. Claims 2-9 and 1 5-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ramakrishnan in view of Brophy et al (hereinafter Brophy), US 4,071,908. 



14. Brophy was cited in the previous office action. 
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15. As per claims 2 and 15, Ramakrishnan taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claims 1 and 14. Ramakrishnan did not specifically teach to assign address from an address 
pool. Brophy taught to polling method where each of a plural ity of users is initially assigned a 
distinct address from an address pool (col.l, lines 60-67, col. 2, lines 1-2, 43-46). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
Ramakrishnan and Brophy' s teachings since the operations of polling and contention modes 
requires the user nodes to first be assigned with addresses. 



16. As per claims 3 and 16, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 2 and 15. Brophy further taught that the address pool contains 2 A k addresses, 
the maximum number of users within one channel (col.3, lines 54-56). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
Ramakrishnan and Brophy' s teachings since the operations of polling and contention modes 
requires the user nodes to first be assigned with addresses. 

17. As per claims 4 and 17, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 2 and 15. Brophy further taught dynamically splitting the address pool into 
2 A x subgroups (col.2, lines 46-53, col.3, lines 54-56). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Ramakrishnan and 
Brophy's teachings since the operations of polling and contention modes requires the user nodes 
to first be assigned with addresses. 
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18. As per claims 5 and 1 8, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 4 and 17. Ramakrishnan further taught to transmit only the users belonging to 
a specific subgroup at any transmission opportunity (col. 3, lines 20-34) 

19. As per claims 6 and 19, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 5 and 18. Brophy further taught that starting of a multiple access cycle where 
x could be any number from 0 to k (col.3, lines 54-56), It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Ramakrishnan and 
Brophy' s teachings since the operations of polling and contention modes requires the user nodes 
to first be assigned with addresses. 

20. As per claims 7 and 20, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 6 and 19. Ramakrishnan and Brophy did not specifically teach that the 
contention mode occurs when x=0 and only one subgroup exists allowing every user to transmit. 
However, it would have been obvious to us contention mode to transmit when there is only one 
group of users. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ contention-based approach in Ramakrishnan and Brophy' s 
method since there exists only one group of users for transmission. 

21 . As per claims 8 and 21 , Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 6 and 19. Brophy further taught that the polling mode occurs when x=k and 
there are 2 A k subgroups containing only one user (col.3, lines 41-44, 54-56). It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
Ramakrishnan and Brophy's teachings since the operations of polling and contention modes 
requires the user nodes to first be assigned with addresses. 

22. As per claims 9 and 22, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 6 and 19. Ramakrishnan and Brophy did not specifically teach that the 
seamless transition between the polling mode and the contention mode occurs by changing the x 
parameter. However, it would have been obvious to transit between the modes depending on the 
number of subgroups there are for transmission. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to perform transition by changing x parameter 
where it determines the number of subgroups in Ramakrishnan and Brophy's method. 

23. Claims 10-13 and 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ramakrishnan as applied to claims 1 and 14 above, and further in view of Lee, US 5,892,769. 

24. Lee was cited in the previous office action. 

25. As per claims 10 and 23, Ramakrishnan taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claims 1 and 14. Ramakrishnan did not specifically teach to applying a contention resolution 
algorithm when a user signal collides with another. However, Ramakrishnan taught to provide 
resolution when collisions happened (col. 2, lines 60-65, col.3, lines 66-67, col. 4, lines 1-3). Lee 
taught to use a contention resolution algorithm to resolve collisions (abstract). It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teaching of Ramakrishnan and Lee because Lee's teaching of using a contention resolution 
algorithm to resolve signal collisions help to ensure that the transmitted packet is received in 
Ramakrishnan' s method. 

26. As per claims 1 1 and 24, Ramakrishnan and Lee taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 10 and 23. Lee further taught that when a collision occurs between two users 
the subgroup x will be split into two subgroups (x=x+l), both subgroups containing half the 
number of users in the parent groups (col.2, lines 30-40). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of 
Ramakrishnan and Lee because Lee's teaching of using a contention resolution algorithm to 
resolve signal collisions help to ensure that the transmitted packet is received in Ramakrishnan' s 
method. 

27. As per claims 1 2 and 25, Ramakrishnan and Lee taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 10 and 23. Lee further taught that when another collision between two user 
signals occurs, the subgroup will again split (col.2, lines 30-47). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of 
Ramakrishnan and Lee because Lee's teaching of using a contention resolution algorithm to 
resolve signal collisions help to ensure that the transmitted packet is received in Ramakrishnan' s 
method. 
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28. As per claims 13 and 26, Ramakrishnan and Lee taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 10 and 23. Lee further taught that when collisions no longer occur in any 
subgroup, the multiple access cycle ends and a new cycle begins (col. 2, lines 30-49). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teaching of Ramakrishnan and Lee because Lee's teaching of using a contention 
resolution algorithm to resolve signal collisions help to ensure that the transmitted packet is 
received in Ramakrishnan' s method. 

29. Claims 28-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hulyalkar 
and Ramakrishnan in view of Brophy et al (hereinafter Brophy), US 4,071,908. 

30. As per claim 28, Hulyalkar and Ramakrishnan taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 27. Hulyalkar and Ramakrishnan did not specifically teach to assign address 
from an address pool, Brophy taught to polling method where each of a plurality of users is 
initially assigned a distinct address from an address pool (col. 1, lines 60-67, col. 2, lines 1-2, 43- 
46). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy' s teachings since the operations of 
polling and contention modes requires the user nodes to first be assigned with addresses. 

31. As per claim 29, Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially 
as claimed in claim 28. Brophy further taught that the address pool contains 2 A k addresses, the 
maximum number of users within one channel (col. 3, lines 54-56). It would have been obvious 
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to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Hulyalkar, 
Ramakrishnan and Brophy' s teachings since the operations of polling and contention modes 
requires the user nodes to first be assigned with addresses. 

32. As per claim 30, Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially 
as claimed in claim 28. Brophy further taught dynamically splitting the address pool into 2 A x 
subgroups (col.2, lines 46-53, col.3, lines 54-56). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and 
Brophy' s teachings since the operations of polling and contention modes requires the user nodes 
to first be assigned with addresses. 

33 . As per claim 31, Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially 
as claimed in claim 30. Ramakrishnan further taught to transmit only the users belonging to a 
specific subgroup at any transmission opportunity (col.3, lines 20-34) 

34. As per claim 32, Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially 
as claimed in claim 3 1 . Brophy further taught that starting of a multiple access cycle where x 
could be any number from 0 to k (col.3, lines 54-56). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Hulyalkar, 
Ramakrishnan and Brophy' s teachings since the operations of polling and contention modes 
requires the user nodes to first be assigned with addresses. 
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35. As per claim 33, Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially 
as claimed in claim 32. Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy did not specifically teach that the 
contention mode occurs when x=0 and only one subgroup exists allowing every user to transmit. 
However, it would have been obvious to us contention mode to transmit when there is only one 
group of users. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ contention mode in Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy 's 
method since there exists only one group of users for transmission. 

36. As per claim 34, Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially 
as claimed in claim 32. Brophy further taught that the polling mode occurs when x=k and there 
are 2 A k subgroups containing only one user (col3, lines 41-44, 54-56). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy' s teachings since the operations of polling and contention 
modes requires the user nodes to first be assigned with addresses. 

37. As per claim 35, Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy taught the invention substantially 
as claimed in claim 32. Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy did not specifically teach that the 
seamless transition between the polling mode and the contention mode occurs by changing the x 
parameter. However, it would have been obvious to transit between the modes depending on the 
number of subgroups there are for transmission. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to perform transition by changing x parameter 
where it determines the number of subgroups in Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Brophy' s method. 
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38. Claims 36-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hulyalkar 
and Ramakrishnan as applied to claim 27 above, and further in view of Lee, US 5,892,769. 

39. As per claim 36, Hulyalkar and Ramakrishnan taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 27. Hulyalkar and Ramakrishnan did not specifically teach to applying a 
contention resolution algorithm when a user signal collides with another. However, Hulyalkar 
and Ramakrishnan taught to provide resolution when collisions happened (Hulyalkar, coL2, lines 
42-56, col.7, lines 41-47, Ramakrishnan, col.2, lines 60-65, col.3, lines 66-67, coL4, lines 1-3). 
Lee taught to use a contention resolution algorithm to resolve collisions (abstract). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teaching of Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Lee because Lee's teaching of using a contention 
resolution algorithm to resolve signal collisions help to ensure that the transmitted packet is 
received in Hulyalkar and Ramakrishnan' s method. 

40. As per claim 37, Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Lee taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 36. Lee further taught that when a collision occurs between two users the 
subgroup x will be split into two subgroups (x=x+l), both subgroups containing half the number 
of users in the parent groups (col.2, lines 30-40). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Hulyalkar, 
Ramakrishnan and Lee because Lee's teaching of using a contention resolution algorithm to 
resolve signal collisions help to ensure that the transmitted packet is received in Hulyalkar and 
Ramakrishnan' s method. 
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41. As per claim 38, Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Lee taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 36. Lee further taught that when another collision between two user signals 
occurs, the subgroup will again split (col. 2, lines 30-47). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Hulyalkar, 
Ramakrishnan and Lee because Lee's teaching of using a contention resolution algorithm to 
resolve signal collisions help to ensure that the transmitted packet is received in Hulyalkar and 
Ramakrishnan' s method. 

42. As per claim 39, Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Lee taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 36. Lee further taught that when collisions no longer occur in any subgroup, 
the multiple access cycle ends and a new cycle begins (col.2, lines 30-49). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teaching of Hulyalkar, Ramakrishnan and Lee because Lee's teaching of using a contention 
resolution algorithm to resolve signal collisions help to ensure that the transmitted packet is 
received in Hulyalkar and Ramakrishnan' s method. 

Response to Arguments 

43. Applicant's arguments filed on 5/17/2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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44. In the remark, applicant argued that (1) Ramakrishnan does not teach that each subgroup 
utilizes a contention mode and that if a collision occurs, each smaller subgroup split from the 
specific subgroup also utilizes contention mode. 

45. Examiner traverses the argument that: 

As to point (1), The examiner has cited new columns and lines in Ramakrishnan reference to 
further point out the claimed limitation. Ramakrishnan taught a determining logic in instructing 
subgroups to utilize contention mode where the users in the contention mode subgroup is listed 
as inactive in the contention poll list if the subgroup has no current transmission activity (col.3, 
lines 3-26, 45-67, col.4, lines 1-3, 1 1-21). Ramakrishnan further taught that when a transmission 
opportunity is granted to a specific subgroup utilizing contention mode and collision occurs; the 
specific subgroup is split into smaller subgroups (col. 6, lines 44-67) and determining logic is ran 
to instruct the smaller subgroups to utilize contention mode (col.7, lines 22-39). This clears read 
on the claim language where say "wherein each subgroup utilizes a contention mode" and "each 
smaller subgroup utilizes a contention mode". 

Conclusion 

46. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Varma et al, US 6,275,497. 
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47. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 

48. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenny Lin whose telephone number is (703) 305-0438. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM to 5 PM Tue.-Fri. and every other Monday.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ksl 

September 8, 2004 





